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ACTION AE-06 

INEO OCT-01 EUR-12 ISO-00 PM-04 CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 

DODE-00 /030 W 

064219 

R281145Z JAN 76 
EM AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7336 
INEO AMEMBASSY ACCRA 
AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY NDJAMENA 

CONEIDENTIAL LIBREVILLE 0173 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: MOPS, PINR, GB, UR 

SUBJ: SOVIET AIRCRAET LANDS AT LIBREVILLE 

1. SMALL INCIDENT HAS DEVELOPED AROUND HASTILY- ARRANGED 
LIBREVILLE LANDING BY SOVIET AIRPLANE JAN. 26. OVERELIGHT AND 
LANDING CLEARANCE NOT REQUESTED BY USSR EMBASSY UNTIL 
SATURDAY AETERNOON JAN. 24 WHEN FONMIN AND OTHER GOG OEFICES 
ALREADY CLOSED FOR WEEKEND. ELIGHT PLAN GIVEN AS NDJAMENA 
TO ACCRA WITH NO EXPLANATION EOR INDIRECT ROUTING BY 
LIBREVELLE OR REASON EOR REEUELING ON FLIGHT WITHIN AIRCRAFT’S 
NORMAL ENDURANCE. NATURAL GOG SUPPOSITION WAS THAT PLANE 
CARRYING OUT INTELLIGENCE GATHERING ACTIVITIES OR PROVIDING 
LIGISTIC SUPPORT TO SOVIET OPERATIONS IN ANGOLA. 

2. WHILE LANDING AUTHORIZATION EVENTUALLY GRANTED, DECISION 
HAD TO BE MADE BY PRESIDENT BONGO PERSONALLY. PLANE, AN 
AN-30 WITH AEROELOT MARKINGS, ARRIVED ON SCHEDULE JAN. 26TH. 

EONMIN OKUMBA TOLD AMBASSADOR THAT PLANE WAS BOARDED BY POLICE 
TO DETERMINE IF IT WAS CARRYING ARMS TO ANGOLA. WHILE NO ARMS 
EOUND ABOARD, OKUMBA REPORTED THAT AIRCRAFT CLEARLY A "SPY" 
PLANE FULL OF ELECTRONIC EQUIPMET. THIS ASSESSMENT SUPPORT BY 
AIRPORT OEFICIALS WHO TOLD EMBOEE THAT PLANE CARRIED CREW 

OE TWELVE TECHNICIANS. 
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3. COMMMENT: GABONESE CLEARLY UPSET BY INCIDENT WHICH 
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REENFORCES THEIR DEEP DISTRUST OF SOVIETS' PURPOSES IN 
CENTRALAFRICA. IN ADDITION, ALREADY POOR RELATIONS BETWEEN 
RUSSIAN EMBASSY AND FOREIGN MINISTRY UNDERWENT FURTHER STRAINS. 

NOT CLEAR FROM HERE WHY RUSSIANS REQUESTED LIBREVILLE LANDING 
IN VIEW POLITICAL COST AND FACT THAT SEVERAL BETTER 
ALTERNATIVES SEEMINGLY AVAILABLE TO SOVIET AIRCRAFT FOR ALMOST 
ANY CONCEIVABLE OPERATIONS IN THIS AREA.STEIGMAN 
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